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Agreements	between	Belarus	and	the	EU	

In	 2020,	 the	 European	 Union	 and	 Belarus	 signed	 the	 Visa	 Facilitation	 Agreement	 and	 the	
Readmission	 Agreement,	 which	 facilitated	 the	 issuance	 of	 visas	 for	 Belarusian	 citizens	 and	
regulated	the	procedures	for	the	return	of	persons	residing	in	the	EU	without	authorisation.	

Amid	EU	sanctions,	on	28	 June	2021,	Belarus	announced	 that	 it	would	begin	 suspending	 the	
Readmission	Agreement.	Minsk	characterized	 this	decision	as	 a	 retaliatory	measure	against	 the	
European	 Union’s	 unfriendly	 actions,	 including	 the	 suspension	 of	 funding	 for	 border	 security	
enhancement	projects,	emphasizing	that	 it	cannot	«fulfil	 [its]	obligations	under	this	Agreement	
amid	the	sanctions	and	restrictions,	imposed	by	the	EU».	On	12	November	2021,	the	EU,	in	turn,	
decided	to	partially	suspend	the	application	of	the	Visa	Facilitation	Agreement	with	Belarus.	This	
decision	 primarily	 affected	 representatives	 of	 the	 Belarusian	 government	 and	 state-affiliated	
entities.	 On	 4	 December	 2021,	 the	 Belarusian	 side	 officially	 confirmed	 the	 suspension	 of	 the	
Readmission	Agreement,	effectively	freezing	one	of	the	key	instruments	of	migration	cooperation	
between	Belarus	and	the	EU.		

At	the	same	time,	the	legal	and	contractual	framework,	including	in	the	area	of	countering	illegal	
migration,	between	Belarus	and	its	neighbouring	countries	Poland,	Lithuania,	and	Latvia	has	been	
eroding.	

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:22020A0609(02)&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:22020A0609(01)
https://tass.com/world/1308053
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-12825-2021-INIT/en/pdf
https://house.gov.by/ru/zakony-ru/view/o-priostanovlenii-dejstvija-soglashenija-mezhdu-respublikoj-belarus-i-evropejskim-sojuzom-o-readmissii-lits-1141/#:~:text=%D0%A1%D0%BE%D0%B3%D0%BB%D0%B0%D1%81%D0%BD%D0%BE%20%D0%BF%D1%83%D0%BD%D0%BA%D1%82%D1%83%206%20%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B0%D1%82%D1%8C%D0%B8%2023,%D0%B2%20%D0%A1%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%BC%D0%B5%D1%81%D1%82%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%BC%20%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BC%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B5%D1%82%D0%B5%20%D0%BF%D0%BE%20%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B0%D0%B4%D0%BC%D0%B8%D1%81%D1%81%D0%B8%D0%B8.
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Bilateral	 treaties	 and	 agreements	 on	 transborder	 cooperation	 between	
Belarus	and	neighbouring	countries	

Border	management	and	cross-border	cooperation	remain	within	the	national	competence	of	
EU	Member	States,	although	subject	to	the	2006	Schengen	Borders	Code.	Most	of	the	basic	bilateral	
treaties	and	agreements	on	border	issues	between	Belarus	and	its	European	neighbours	formally	
remain	in	force.	However,	since	2022,	Lithuania,	Latvia,	and	Poland	have	taken	measures	to	legally	
suspend	or	effectively	terminate	the	implementation	of	existing	treaties.	Belarus’s	EU	neighbours	
have	also	paused	the	processes	of	updating	and	improving	the	existing	legal	framework.	

Belarus	and	Poland	

Belarus	and	Poland	continue	to	be	bound	by	the	1945	Treaty	between	the	USSR	and	the	Republic	
of	Poland	and	the	1961	Treaty	on	the	Soviet-Polish	State	Border.	In	1992,	Belarus	and	Poland	signed	
the	 Agreement	 on	 Good	 Neighbourhood	 and	 Friendly	 Cooperation.	 In	 addition	 to	 general	
provisions	on	the	commitment	to	mutually	beneficial	cooperation,	including	security	cooperation,	
the	agreement	confirms	the	existing	border	between	the	states	and	emphasizes	the	desire	of	the	
parties	to	facilitate	the	movement	of	goods,	services,	labour,	and	capital	across	the	border.	

Another	key	bilateral	 agreement	 is	 the	 1992	Agreement	on	Border	Crossings.	The	agreement	
establishes	the	procedures	governing	the	operation	of	eight	border	crossing	points,	most	of	which	
continue	to	exist	to	this	day.	In	the	same	year,	Poland	and	Belarus	concluded	the	Agreement	on	the	
Basic	Principles	of	Cross-Border	Cooperation,	which,	inter	alia,	formalized	the	establishment	of	an	
Intergovernmental	Coordination	Commission	on	Cross-Border	Cooperation.	

In	2010,	the	two	countries	concluded	the	Agreement	on	Local	Border	Traffic	Regime	simplifying	
border	crossings	for	the	residents	of	border	areas.	In	2019,	the	Ministries	of	Defence	of	Belarus	and	
Poland	signed	the	Agreement	on	the	Air	Situation	in	the	Vicinity	of	the	Common	State	Border	and	
Military	Aircraft	Flights.	The	agreement	is	intended	to	contribute	to	a	more	effective	protection	of	
state	borders,	confidence-building	between	the	states,	and	enhancing	regional	security.	

Also,	between	 1992	and	2020,	Poland	and	Belarus	signed	 19	 technical	agreements	 relating	 to,	
inter	alia,	railway	connections,	the	opening	and	operating	regimes	of	border	crossing	points,	the	
reconstruction	of	specific	crossings,	and	the	management	of	reservoirs	and	other	transboundary	
natural	waters.	Additionally,	during	this	period,	trilateral	agreements	concerning	the	junction	of	
the	state	border	were	concluded	with	Poland	and	Lithuania,	as	well	as	with	Poland	and	Ukraine.	

	

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32006R0562
https://www.fao.org/faolex/results/details/en/c/LEX-FAOC173875
https://isap.sejm.gov.pl/isap.nsf/download.xsp/WMP20030370518/O/M20030518.pdf
https://www.gov.pl/attachment/1baa8e6d-5383-4ee3-b4d9-b70b69fa4613?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.gov.pl/attachment/1baa8e6d-5383-4ee3-b4d9-b70b69fa4613?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://minsk.mvd.gov.by/uploads8/pages/378/422ce02401087830a80388ecf2a6a9bf95a5ee18.doc
https://etalonline.by/document/?regnum=i01900022
https://etalonline.by/document/?regnum=i01900022
https://belta.by/society/view/voennye-belarusi-i-polshi-budut-obmenivatsja-informatsiej-o-vozdushnoj-obstanovke-u-granitsy-230-2019/
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Termination	of	treaties	and	agreements	

Neither	Poland	nor	Belarus	has	denounced	or	suspended	any	existing	bilateral	agreements	on	
border	issues;	however,	their	practical	implementation	has	been	limited	since	2021.1	

Draft	agreements	and	treaties	

At	various	times,	four	agreements	were	in	the	draft	stage:	on	the	demarcation	of	the	state	border,	
on	border	 crossing	points,	 on	 cooperation	 in	 the	 field	of	migration,	 and	on	 the	border	 regime,	
cooperation,	and	mutual	assistance	on	border	issues.2	Their	development	and	implementation	were	
suspended	amid	deteriorating	political	relations	between	Minsk	and	Warsaw.	

Belarus	and	Lithuania	

Since	1995,	Belarus	and	Lithuania	have	concluded	several	key	bilateral	agreements	forming	the	
legal	 basis	 for	 cross-border	 cooperation.	 The	 1995	 Agreement	 on	 Good	 Neighbourhood	 and	
Cooperation	 (similar	 in	 spirit	 to	 the	 agreement	 between	 Belarus	 and	 Poland)	 places	 particular	
emphasis	on	cooperation	in	border	areas.	The	Agreement	on	the	State	Border	between	Lithuania	
and	Belarus,	as	well	as	the	Agreement	on	State	Border	Crossing	Points,	both	signed	in	1995,	outline	
the	border	demarcation	procedure	and	the	list	of	border	crossings,	including	the	existing	ones.	

In	 2002,	Minsk	 and	Vilnius	 concluded	 the	 Interim	Agreement	 on	Mutual	Travel	 of	Citizens,	
setting	out	the	visa	regime	and	the	terms	of	entry	and	stay	for	citizens.	In	2010,	the	parties	signed	
the	Agreement	on	the	Procedure	for	Mutual	Travel	of	the	Residents	of	Border	Areas.	In	2009,	the	
countries	 concluded	 the	 Agreement	 on	 the	 Legal	 Regime	 of	 the	 Lithuanian-Belarusian	 Border.	
Belarus	 and	Lithuania	 also	have	 technical	 agreements	 on	border	 cooperation,	 such	 as	 the	 2003	
Agreement	on	the	Exchange	of	Information	on	the	Flights	of	Aircraft	and	the	2020	Agreement	on	
the	Early	Notification	of	a	Nuclear	Accident	and	the	Exchange	of	Information	on	Nuclear	Facilities	
and	Nuclear	Activities.	

Termination	of	treaties	and	agreements	

Lithuania	unilaterally	terminated	several	agreements:	

● The	1996	Agreement	on	Cooperation	in	Preventing	Violations	of	Customs	Legislation,	which	
governed	mutual	assistance	between	customs	authorities	in	detecting	and	preventing	breaches	of	

 
1	According	to	the	Ministry	of	Foreign	Affairs	of	the	Republic	of	Belarus.	
2	As	documented	in	the	archives	of	the	Ministry	of	Foreign	Affairs	of	the	Republic	of	Belarus.	

https://www.e-tar.lt/portal/lt/legalAct/TAR.7AECB17AFDA3
https://www.e-tar.lt/portal/lt/legalAct/TAR.7AECB17AFDA3
https://www.e-tar.lt/portal/lt/legalAct/TAR.83DB7999CBDF
https://www.e-tar.lt/portal/lt/legalAct/TAR.83DB7999CBDF
https://www.e-tar.lt/portal/lt/legalAct/TAR.BC9A027E68D4
https://www.e-tar.lt/portal/lt/legalAct/TAR.46ECE8A94AFC
https://www.e-tar.lt/portal/lt/legalAct/TAR.A674C151F8BA
https://cis-legislation.com/document.fwx?rgn=7269
https://vatesi.lrv.lt/public/canonical/1697012273/821/Pasirasytas_Susitarimas_rusu_k.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://vatesi.lrv.lt/public/canonical/1697012273/821/Pasirasytas_Susitarimas_rusu_k.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://vatesi.lrv.lt/public/canonical/1697012273/821/Pasirasytas_Susitarimas_rusu_k.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.e-tar.lt/portal/lt/legalAct/TAR.E12459B8DB7B
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customs	law,	regulated	the	exchange	of	information,	joint	inspections,	and	efforts	to	combat	illicit	
drug	trafficking.	The	agreement	was	denounced	in	2024.	

● The	 2006	 Agreement	 on	 the	 Principles	 of	 Cross-Border	 Cooperation,	 which	 regulates	
cooperation	in	the	fields	of	infrastructure,	environment,	energy,	tourism,	economy,	education,	and	
healthcare,	 and	 provides	 for	 the	 establishment	 of	 a	 commission	 to	 coordinate	 joint	 projects	
involving	 local	 authorities.	 The	 agreement	 ceased	 to	 be	 in	 force	 in	 2023.	 According	 to	 the	
Lithuanian	minister	of	the	interior,	the	implementation	of	this	agreement	«is	not	possible	in	the	
current	geopolitical	situation	and	will	not	be	possible	in	the	near	future».	

● The	 2019	 Arrangement	 on	 Cooperation	 between	 the	 Customs	 and	 Border	 Authorities	 of	
Belarus	and	Lithuania,	aimed	at	increasing	the	processing	capacity	of	border	crossing	points,	was	
unilaterally	terminated	by	Lithuania	in	2023.	

● The	 2020	 Memorandum	 of	 Understanding	 on	 Preparedness	 for	 the	 Pilot	 Automated	
Exchange	of	Customs	Information	under	the	EU4Digital	project3	(the	Memorandum	is	practically	
impossible	 to	 implement	 following	 the	denunciation	of	 the	 1996	Agreement	on	Cooperation	 in	
Preventing	Violations	of	Customs	Legislation).	

Belarus	and	Latvia	

Since	 the	 early	 1990s,	 Belarus	 and	 Latvia	 have	 concluded	 several	 key	 bilateral	 agreements	
forming	the	legal	basis	for	cross-border	cooperation.	In	1991,	the	Declaration	on	the	Principles	of	
Good-Neighbourly	Relations	was	signed,	proclaiming	the	general	principles	governing	interaction	
between	 the	 two	 countries.	 In	 1993,	 the	 parties	 concluded	 the	 Agreement	 on	 Border	 Crossing	
Points,	and	in	1994,	the	Treaty	on	the	Establishment	of	the	State	Border,	which	defined	the	border	
line	and	its	demarcation	order.	The	two	countries	are	also	bound	by	the	1998	Agreement	on	Mutual	
Assistance	in	Customs	Matters.	

In	2013,	Minsk	and	Riga	concluded	an	Agreement	on	the	Regime	of	the	Belarusian–Latvian	State	
Border	governing	the	functioning	of	border	crossing	points.	In	2018,	the	two	countries	also	signed	
an	 Agreement	 on	 International	 Railway	 Traffic.	 In	 addition,	 since	 the	 1990s,	 the	 parties	 have	
concluded	 four	 sectoral	 and	 technical	 agreements	 in	 the	 field	 of	 border	 cooperation,	 including	
agreements	 on	 the	movement	 of	 goods	 and	 vehicles,	 cooperation	 in	 emergency	 situations,	 and	
nuclear	safety.4	

 
3	As	documented	in	the	archives	of	the	Ministry	of	Foreign	Affairs	of	the	Republic	of	Belarus.	
4	As	documented	in	the	archives	of	the	Ministry	of	Foreign	Affairs	of	the	Republic	of	Belarus.	

https://www.e-tar.lt/portal/lt/legalAct/49660b42b91911ef88c08519262548c4
https://www.e-tar.lt/portal/lt/legalAct/TAR.15755E12C65B
https://www.e-tar.lt/portal/en/legalAct/6f2a45a09b0011ed8df094f359a60216
https://lrv.lt/lt/naujienos/vyriausybe-atsauke-susitarima-su-baltarusija-del-bendradarbiavimo-pasienyje/
http://bamap.org/information/news/2019_11_05_107019/
http://bamap.org/information/news/2019_11_05_107019/
https://gpk.gov.by/news/gpk/150403/
https://etalonline.by/document/?regnum=i09300001
https://etalonline.by/document/?regnum=i09300001
https://etalonline.by/document/?regnum=i09400037
https://likumi.lv/ta/id/50436-par-latvijas-republikas-valdibas-un-baltkrievijas-republikas-valdibas-ligumu-par-savstarpejo-palidzibu-muitas-jautajumos
https://likumi.lv/ta/id/50436-par-latvijas-republikas-valdibas-un-baltkrievijas-republikas-valdibas-ligumu-par-savstarpejo-palidzibu-muitas-jautajumos
https://m.likumi.lv/ta/id/262112----
https://m.likumi.lv/ta/id/262112----
https://likumi.lv/legislation/en/ru/treaties/id/1859
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Termination	of	treaties	and	agreements	

Latvia	has	unilaterally	terminated	several	agreements:	

● The	 1998	Agreement	on	 the	Basic	Principles	of	Cross-Border	Cooperation,	which	defined	
mechanisms	 for	 cooperation	 between	 customs	 authorities	 in	 the	 exchange	 of	 information,	 the	
prevention,	detection,	and	 investigation	of	violations	of	customs	 legislation,	 including	the	 illicit	
trafficking	 of	 goods,	 transport	 controls,	 and	 the	 conduct	 of	 joint	 operational	 measures.	 The	
agreement	ceased	to	be	in	force	in	2022.	

● The	2008	Agreement	on	Mutual	Travel	of	Citizens,	which	regulated	the	visa	regime	and	the	
conditions	of	entry	and	stay.	The	agreement	ceased	to	be	in	force	in	2023.	In	this	context,	Latvia	
suspended	the	issuance	of	visas	to	Belarusian	citizens	and	urged	its	own	citizens	not	to	travel	to	
Belarus.	

● The	 2010	 Agreement	 on	 the	 Simplified	 Procedure	 for	 the	Mutual	 Travel	 of	 Residents	 of	
Border	Areas.	Latvia	terminated	the	agreement	in	2022.	

● The	2016	Agreement	between	the	Ministries	of	Defence	of	Belarus	and	Latvia	on	Cooperation	
in	the	Field	of	Defence,	which	defined	the	legal	framework	and	main	areas	of	bilateral	interaction	
in	the	fields	of	security,	military	policy,	arms	control,	participation	in	NATO’s	Partnership	for	Peace	
programme,	as	well	as	forms	of	practical	and	expert	cooperation.	The	agreement	ceased	to	be	in	
force	in	2024.5	

● The	 2017	 Agreement	 on	 the	 Exchange	 of	 Information	 on	 Aircraft	 Flights,	 which	 set	 out	
procedures	for	bilateral	data	exchange	between	the	military	command	authorities	to	monitor	the	
use	of	airspace	 in	 the	border	area	and	to	respond	to	unidentified	or	non-compliant	 flights.	The	
agreement	ceased	to	be	in	force	in	2024.6	

Draft	agreements	and	treaties	

Belarus	 proposed	 to	 Latvia	 the	 development	 of	 a	 new	 bilateral	 agreement	 to	 replace	 the	
Agreement	between	the	Ministries	of	Defence	on	Cooperation	in	the	Field	of	Airspace	terminated	
in	2024.	However,	Latvia	has	not	yet	responded	to	this	proposal.7	

	

 
5	As	documented	in	the	archives	of	the	Ministry	of	Foreign	Affairs	of	the	Republic	of	Belarus.	
6	As	documented	in	the	archives	of	the	Ministry	of	Foreign	Affairs	of	the	Republic	of	Belarus.	
7	As	documented	in	the	archives	of	the	Ministry	of	Foreign	Affairs	of	the	Republic	of	Belarus.	

https://likumi.lv/ta/lv/starptautiskie-ligumi/id/164
https://belta.by/politics/view/nazlo-babushke-ushi-otmorozhu-mid-belarusi-o-vyhode-latvii-iz-soglashenija-po-transgranichnomu-521353-2022/
https://www.mvd.gov.by/uploads/dgim/s25.pdf
https://daugavpils.mfa.gov.by/ru/embassy/entryprocedure/a97cf8614ab89849.html
https://likumi.lv/ta/lv/starptautiskie-ligumi/id/173
https://likumi.lv/ta/lv/starptautiskie-ligumi/id/173
https://likumi.lv/ta/id/335686
https://pravo.by/document/?guid=12551&p0=I01600057&p1=1
https://pravo.by/document/?guid=12551&p0=I01600057&p1=1
https://pravo.by/document/?guid=12551&p0=I01700031&p1=1%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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Operational	status	of	border	crossing	points	in	2026	

Belarus’s	border	with	EU	countries	is	approximately	1,250	km	long:	with	Poland	–	398.6	km,	with	
Lithuania	–	678.8	km,	and	with	Latvia	–	172.9	km.	As	of	2026,	the	status	of	the	border	crossings	for	
road	transport	at	Belarus–EU	borders	is	as	such:	

Latvia	

1. Urbany-Silene	–	closed	as	of	2023	on	Latvia’s	initiative	for	security	reasons.	

2. Grigorovshchina-Pāternieki	 –	 partially	 open;	 since	 2024,	 restrictions	 have	 been	
imposed	 by	 Latvia	 due	 to	 the	 migration	 situation	 and	 sanctions	 related	 to	 the	 Russia–
Ukraine	war.	

Lithuania	

1. Kamennyy	 Log-Medininkai	 –	 open;	 crossing	 was	 restricted	 in	 autumn	 2025	 on	
Lithuania’s	initiative	due	to	the	weather	balloons	problem.	

2. Benyakoni-Šalčininkai	–	open;	was	temporarily	closed	in	autumn	2025	on	Lithuania’s	
initiative	due	to	a	weather	balloon	issue.	

3. Kotlovka-Lavoriškės	 –	 closed	 as	 of	 2024	 on	 Lithuania’s	 initiative,	 citing	 national	
security	risks,	smuggling,	and	violations	of	international	sanctions.	

4. Vidzy-Tverečius	 –	 closed	 as	 of	 2023	 on	 Lithuania’s	 initiative	 for	 security	 reasons,	
including	amid	reports	of	the	presence	of	the	Wagner	PMC	on	the	Belarusian	territory.	

5. Privalka-Raigardas	 –	 closed	 as	 of	 2024	 on	 Lithuania’s	 initiative,	 citing	 national	
security	risks,	smuggling,	and	violations	of	international	sanctions.	

6. Losha-Šumskas	 –	 closed	 as	 of	 2023	 on	 Lithuania’s	 initiative	 for	 security	 reasons,	
including	amid	reports	of	the	presence	of	the	Wagner	PMC	in	Belarus.	

Poland	

1. Brest-Terespol	–	open;	crossing	was	closed	 in	autumn	2025	due	 to	 the	Zapad-2025	
exercises.	

https://www.vid.gov.lv/en/article/operation-silene-border-crossing-point-halted-19-september-2023
https://www.iem.gov.lv/en/article/19-march-traffic-border-crossing-points-paternieki-terehova-and-grebneva-will-be-restricted
https://vrm.lrv.lt/en/news/lithuanian-government-have-decided-to-close-salcininkai-and-medininkai-border-checkpoints-with-belarus-for-one-month-4zSU/
https://vrm.lrv.lt/en/news/lithuanian-government-have-decided-to-close-salcininkai-and-medininkai-border-checkpoints-with-belarus-for-one-month-4zSU/
https://vrm.lrv.lt/en/news/the-operation-of-the-lavoriskes-and-raigardas-border-crossing-points-will-be-terminated-from-1-march/
https://www.lrt.lt/en/news-in-english/19/2056726/lithuania-to-close-two-belarus-border-checkpoints-on-friday?srsltid=AfmBOoq--WQzMPBpKPHCA7bvpqZXRJ1gC7ukdY2bJ1tq1y1Vb98W8GJG
https://vrm.lrv.lt/en/news/the-operation-of-the-lavoriskes-and-raigardas-border-crossing-points-will-be-terminated-from-1-march/
https://www.lrt.lt/en/news-in-english/19/2056726/lithuania-to-close-two-belarus-border-checkpoints-on-friday?srsltid=AfmBOoq--WQzMPBpKPHCA7bvpqZXRJ1gC7ukdY2bJ1tq1y1Vb98W8GJG
https://www.gov.pl/web/mswia/polska-zamknela-granice-z-bialorusia
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2. Kozlovichi-Kukuryki	–	open	only	for	freight	transport;	crossing	was	closed	in	autumn	
2025	due	to	the	Zapad-2025	exercises.	

3. Bruzgi-Kuznica	Białostocka	–	open	as	of	autumn	2025;	crossing	had	been	unilaterally	
closed	by	Poland	since	2021	due	to	the	migration	situation.	

4. Berestovitsa-Bobrowniki	–	open	as	of	autumn	2025;	crossing	was	closed	in	2023	on	
Poland’s	initiative	due	to	national	security	concerns.	

5. Peschatka-Połowce	–	closed	as	of	2020	on	Poland’s	 initiative	due	to	 the	COVID-19	
pandemic.	

6. Domachevo-Sławatycze	–	closed	as	of	2020	on	Poland’s	initiative	due	to	the	COVID-19	
pandemic.	

Railway	border	crossings	and	local	border	crossing	points	

Latvia	

On	the	Belarusian–Latvian	border,	one	railway	border	crossing	remains	open:	Indra–Bigosovo.	
However,	 passenger	 trains	 are	 not	 permitted	 to	 operate	 through	 this	 crossing.	 All	 four	 local	
(simplified)	 border	 traffic	 points	 (Hawrylina-Meikšāni,	 Druya-Piedruja,	 Lipawka-Vorzovo,	 and	
Plyusy-Kaplava)	 were	 closed	 due	 to	 the	 COVID-19	 pandemic.	 According	 to	 Riga,	 there	 was	
effectively	 no	 need	 to	 reopen	 these	 points	 following	 the	 termination	 of	 the	 Agreement	 on	 the	
Simplified	Procedure	for	the	Mutual	Travel	of	Residents	of	Border	Areas.	

Lithuania	

Two	railway	border	crossings	are	open	on	the	Belarusian–Lithuanian	border.	The	Gudogay–Kena	
crossing	 handles	 customs	 and	 border	 control	 for	 freight	 trains,	 as	 well	 as	 for	 long-distance	
passenger	trains	connecting	Kaliningrad	with	other	Russian	cities,	transiting	through	Belarus	and	
Lithuania	 (passengers	 are	not	 allowed	 to	disembark	on	 the	Lithuanian	 territory).	The	 traffic	 of	
freight	trains	through	the	Benyakoni–Stasylos	railway	border	crossing	has	been	suspended	since	
2023	 on	 the	 initiative	 of	 Vilnius,	 allegedly	 to	 combat	 smuggling;	 leter,	 Lithuania	 continuously	
referred	to	 the	 lack	of	necessary	equipment	as	a	 reason	to	not	re-open	the	crossing.	The	actual	
reasons	 for	 the	 suspension	 of	 the	 services	 may	 have	 been	 linked	 to	 the	 cessation	 of	 the	
transportation	of	Belarusian	export	cargoes	–	primarily	potash	fertilizers	–	to	the	port	of	Klaipėda,	
as	well	as	transit	cargoes	from	Lithuania	to	Ukraine,	and	to	the	need	for	Lithuanian	Railways	to	
reduce	 operating	 costs	 related	 to	 the	 maintenance	 of	 its	 locomotive	 fleet	 and	 infrastructure.	

https://www.gov.pl/web/mswia/polska-zamknela-granice-z-bialorusia
https://www.polsatnews.pl/wiadomosc/2021-11-08/maciej-wasik-waldemar-skrzypczak-i-roman-polko-w-gosciu-wydarzen-ogladaj/
https://x.com/Kaminski_M_/status/1623619476875878402?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1623619476875878402%7Ctwgr%5Eda396271f3293b13393b741676b70121c2f42407%7Ctwcon%5Es1_c10&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fauto.onliner.by%2F2023%2F02%2F10%2Fmvd-polshi-s-10-fevralya-zakryvaetsya-punkt-propuska-bobrovniki-berestovica
https://bia24.pl/kategorie/wiadomosci/dokument.-granice-zamkniete,-ograniczenie-ruchu-granicznego.html
https://bia24.pl/kategorie/wiadomosci/dokument.-granice-zamkniete,-ograniczenie-ruchu-granicznego.html
https://www.lsm.lv/raksts/zinas/latvija/aptur-vienkarsoto-baltkrievijas-robezas-skersosanu-ka-tas-skars-pierobezas-iedzivotajus.a477933/
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ%3AC_202506236&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://vsat.lrv.lt/lt/naujienos/apribojus-krovininiu-traukiniu-vykima-per-stasylas-smarkiai-sumazejo-i-lietuva-gabenamos-kontrabandos/
https://alkas.lt/2023/02/16/traukiniai-is-baltarusijos-tik-per-kenos-posta/
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Although	media	 sources	 refer	 to	 Gudogay–Kena	 as	 the	 ‘only	 operational’	 crossing,	 Benyakoni–
Stasylos	is	officially	listed	as	open	in	the	EU’s	official	journal.	

Passenger	train	services	between	Lithuania	and	Belarus	have	not	resumed	since	2020,	when	they	
were	suspended	due	to	the	COVID-19	pandemic.	

The	local	(simplified)	border	crossing	points	on	the	Belarus–Lithuanian	border	were	closed	«due	
to	the	declared	state	of	emergency»	in	Lithuania.	All	seven	local	border	traffic	points	were	closed:	
Adutiškis,	Norviliškės,	 Krakūnai,	 Eišiškės,	 Rakai,	 Latežeris,	 and	 Papelekis.	 The	 river	 crossing	 at	
Švendubrė–Privalka	is	also	closed.	

Poland	

Only	three	out	of	the	five	railway	border	crossings	on	the	Belarus–Poland	border	are	currently	
open:	Brest–Terespol,	Grodno–Kuźnica	Białostocka,	 and	Siemianówka–Svisloch.	These	 crossings	
operate	solely	for	freight	traffic.	

Due	to	the	increase	in	the	East–West–East	and	China–Europe	freight	traffic,	it	was	planned	to	
resume	 railway	 freight	 services	 through	 the	 fourth	 railway	 border	 crossing,	 Vysoko–Litovsk–
Cheremkha,	 by	 the	 end	 of	 2019,	 with	 the	 border	 crossing	 being	 inactive	 since	 1995.	 Despite	
statements	 by	 the	 Belarusian	 Railways	 about	 their	 readiness	 to	 formally	 restore	 the	 crossing’s	
operation	after	modernization	in	2019,	the	final	decision	to	resume	traffic	remained	pending	with	
the	Polish	authorities.	

Passenger	rail	services	were	suspended	on	Poland’s	initiative	due	to	the	COVID-19	pandemic.	
Subsequently,	although	the	epidemiological	restrictions	were	formally	lifted	in	2023,	and,	despite	
multiple	requests	by	the	Belarusian	Railways	to	restore	traffic,	passenger	services	have	not	been	
resumed.	

The	 local	 pedestrian	 and	 bicycle	 crossing	 Belovezha–Pererov	 was	 closed	 on	 the	 initiative	 of	
Poland	due	to	the	COVID-19	pandemic.	Since	2020,	the	Rudawka–Lesnaya	river	crossing,	located	
on	the	Augustów	Canal,	has	also	been	non-operational.	
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